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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER. 



March, 1895. 



lace curtains the proper drapery for dining-room 
windows ? 

Our stairway is 40 in. wide ; would you use 
a velvet carpet of ordinary width for this ? 

We are finishing the walls of all the apart- 
ments on the ground floor with paint ; what 
would you suggest should be done with the 
frieze? Should it be stenciled or covered with 
a decorative fabric, or finished in wall paper? 

Where several different apartments, all com- 
municating with each other by means of draped 
doorways, and each decorated with a different 
colored scheme, what is the most artistic color 
arrangement that can be applied to the drap- 
eries? Should the hangings in each case be 
doubled, each side harmonizing with the apart- 
ment of which it forms a part ? In the present 
case there is a large hallway, with the reception 
room opening therefrom on the right, while on 
the left the opening leads into the parlor, which 
in turn communicates with the dining room by a 
similar opening. All the apartments have the 
woodwork in natural fir, which is of a reddish 
color and is highly polished. The coloring of 
the hall is in dull buff, that of the reception 
room, ashes of roses with cream ceiling, the parlor 
is in pale sage green with canary ceiling, while 
the dining room has the walls in dove and the 
ceiling in a pale buff. I wish you to suggest in- 



a foot at top, and when draped below to both sides 
of the window the effect is extremely handsome. 
It is a good plan to decorate all the windows of 
the house in this manner, so as to present a uni- 
form appearance from the street. It is the cus- 
tom of people of wealth to add to the window 
drapery lace curtains, over which are placed, in 
addition, lined curtains of silk brocade or other 
stuffs, but with people who must study economy 
it is sufficient to simply use colored stuffs 
for the windows of the apartments on the ground 
floor and employ lace curtains for the windows of 
the bedroom floor. Point d' esprit is too flimsy 
a material, unless the best quality is purchased, 
and this and the Swiss muslin are. much more 
costly than the material recommended. Self- 
colored materials are not used for sash curtains, 
as they intercept the light. Sheet muslin cur- 
tains with dots varying from a quarter of an inch 
to two inches in diameter, woven in red, yellow 
or blue, are manufactured, but are not used by 
anybody who pretends to possess quiet elegance 
of taste. The piebald effect is • too much like 
that of a circus horse. 

Irish point lace curtains are hardly the proper 
draping for the windows of the dining room, un- 
less they are covered with curtains of solid ma- 
terial. The most economical and appropriate 
curtains for a dining room, where the furniture 




Hall Mantelpiece in Carved Oak. By the Conover Fireplace Hanufacturing Company. 



expensive draperies, that would cost about fifteen 
dollars for each opening. 

What would you suggest for the drapery of a 
triple window on stairway landing ? The middle 
window is 34 in. wide by 66 high, the two 
side windows being 16 in. wide by 26 in. high. 
I should like an effective treatment of this win- 
dow, which is one of the features of the hall. 
Hoping I have not wearied you with too many 
requests, I am, yours very truly, 

Mrs. G. R. Holton. 
ANSWER. 

The cheapest and most effective material for 
making sash curtains is a species of dotted Mad- 
ras muslin, 40 inches wide, which is sold at 20 
cents per yard. It comes in bolts containing 42 
yards in a piece, which is sufficient to drape the 
entire windows of an ordinary cottage. Where 
the windows are 52 in. wide it is the custom 
with many people to buy 60-in: wide stuff and 
split the fabric, but the extreme narrowness of 
the material thus provided will not allow any 
overlapping at the top, nor provide for the ac- 
cumulation of graceful folds. By using material 40 
inches wide the curtains can be overlapped about 



is in oak, is to use the loosely-woven cotton-net 
curtains of an olive tint, having a richly embroid- 
ered border in variously-colored silks. This 
material does not intercept the light and at the 
same time gives a solid dignity to the apartment. 
We would not recommend your cutting your lace 
curtains. The best plan would be to turn them 
upside down and let the heavy bottom border 
hang over into the room from the poles at top as 
far as the length of the curtains will allow, the 
other end, of course, touching the floor. 

Regarding the stairway, although the stairs 
are 40 in. wide, it by no means follows that 
their entire width should be covered with carpet. 
The best plan is to stain both sides of the stairs 
in a rich golden-brown tint, and put on the cen- 
ter of the stairs an ordinary velvet stair carpet, 
woven with narrow border on each side, which 
will' cost $1.25 per yard; It pays to use velvet 
carpet on the stairs, for tapestry and Brussels 
soon get threadbare. 

Where the walls are painted, the decoration 
of the frieze is a question entirely of cost. The 
cheapest method is to use a wall-paper border 
with which very rich effects can be obtained, or 
the frieze may be stenciled by hand, or filled 
with Cordelova, Cameo Relief, Anaglypta, Tyne- 
castle canvas, Lincrusta, or any of the varied 



forms of applique relief. In your case we re- 
commend wall-paper. 

Regarding the drapery decoration of the open- 
ings between the various apartments on your 
ground floor, the question of material is regu- 
lated by the amount of money to be spent on 
each pair of hangings, and the color harmony is 
decided by the exercise of cultivated taste. The 
price you mention, viz., $15, will procure ele- 
gantly woven cotton or cotton and silk fabrics, 
specially woven with elaborate panel decoration, 
the length of each curtain being three yards, 
and the width 50 in. Those hangings are usu- 
ally woven in two colors, such as buff and blue, 
or brown and old rose, or gobelin blue and gold, 
or old pink and pale green. The colors on these 
special goods, and in the majority of fabrics sold 
by the yard, are very properly produced in har- 
moniously contrasting tints, the color of the 
ground and the decoration being reversed in the 
process of weaving on either side of the fabric. 
This not merely gives great style to the fabric 
itself, but is absolutely necessary where we want 
to harmonize the draperies with the different 
color schemes of adjoining apartments. 

In your case, for the opening between the hall 
decorated in buff and the reception room in 
ashes of roses, we recommend a cotton and silk 
fabric of soft weave, of which we send you a 
sample, the price of which is $2.50 per yard, the 
width being the orthodox fifty-two inches. The 
pattern, as you will observe, is a bold, fine effect 
in the style of the Venetian Renaissance, an ex- 
cellent pattern to lend dignity to the hallway. 
The gobelin blue makes an agreeable harmony, 
both with the buff color of the hall and the ashes 
of roses in the reception room. Of course the 
walls of the reception room might also be in 
gobelin blue, as the room has a southerly ex- 
posure; but the use of gobelin blue portieres sug- 
gests, the use of a material of similar color for the 
windows, and if the walls were blue there might 
be too much blue in the apartment, hence the 
ashes of roses would be the correct thing for the 
wall. The best possible material for the win- 
dow drapery is the gobelin blue flax velour, of 
which we send you a sample, at $1.35 per yard. 
Now, as regards the portieres for the opening 
between the hall and the parlor, you will be 
fortunate indeed if you can find a piece of the 
same material as that recommended for the re- 
ception room, but in different colors, that will har- 
monize with both parlor and hall. To secure the 
same pattern, only in different colors, for two 
similar openings facing each other in the hall- 
way produces an ideal effect. The majority 
of people know no better than to employ 
a heavy, heraldic pattern in one case, and 
in the other a light, bowered chintz, ' giving 
the effect of a bedroom, without paying any 
attention to color harmony, thus making a ship- 
wreck of all beauty of form and color, when the 
same expense, rightly guided, will give mag- 
nificent results. We have been most fortunate 
in securing a sample of the same fabric as that 
recommended for the reception room, with the 
colors in old pink and pale green. The side 
which is mostly covered with old pink should 
face the parlor, thus giving a fine complement- 
ary harmony with the light sage green of the 
walls ; and the pink and green, which contains 
blue in its composition, will, with the yellowish 
buff of the hall, form another fine harmony. 
We send you a sample of this fabric also, be- 
cause we find that this is the only way that we 
can give our correspondents a clear understand- 
ing of color, fabric and decorative treatment. 

The best decoration for the triple window on 
the stairway landing is to have a triple cornice 
built for the tops of the windows, the top of 
which will form three shelves for the display of 
bric-a-brac. A light brass railing around the 
shelves will improve the appearance of the 
structure very much. The wide central window 
may have light silk drapery, say of a golden 
color, draped on either side. The two smaller 
windows need only have a single piece of drap- 
ery, covering the glass in each case. The ma- 
terial can be hung from small brass rods con- 
cealed in the lattice work. 

DECORATIVE NOTES. 

A SET of shelves in pine wood made for a 
bookcase was stained in oak, varnished 
and thoroughly dried. The economical 
woman covered the edges with strips of split 
bamboo, nailing them on with the slender nails 
used for the purpose. The result was a really 
beautiful bookcase, and on the top shelf some 
pieces of pottery formep an appropriate finish. 



